
Welcome to 
Team 8C



During this presentation
Please have your phones out,  as you may want to
take pictures of important slides

You can put questions in the chat, but please limit 
questions to those that are beneficial for the 
whole group.  

Specific concerns about your student should be 
emailed directly to the team or a specific teacher.



Welcome to the 2020-2021 School Year!
This year will be a little different than the spring 
distance learning experience.
✘ Students will engage in live lessons with their 

teachers and classmates
✘ Lessons will take place via Zoom
✘ Assignments will be submitted through Google 

Classroom
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I am a born and raised Arizona kid. I graduated from 
ASU with a bachelors in Elementary Education and from 
NAU with a Masters in Educational Technology. 

This will be my 15th year teaching, all of which has been 
in Kyrene. I have taught 2nd, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th and 
also taught teachers at the district o ce. 
I am the STEM teacher at Akimel a-al, but this year I also 
have the opportunity to teach Science as well! 

I have a wonderful family and some pretty ok cats. 
Working from home has been a little tough because the 
cats often attack my feet under the table.  

I have a huge interest in music, and try my best at guitar 
and drums. I listen to all kinds of music and love getting 
insight from the middle schoolers about what current 
music I should check out. 

I also love sports and am a huge Cardinals, Suns, and 
DBacks fan. 

Can’t wait for an awesome year!



What we practice in SCIENCE 
Skills for life that will make you a scientifically literate citizen! 

Proper lab etiquette and techniques practiced in college level labs! 

Scientific skepticism! 

Content includes: 

matter, energy, introduction to chemistry, ecology, genetics and   

evolution, and an introduction to physics.
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Science Supplies
✘ Notebook= 

✗ 4 or 5 sectioned college ruled notebook is preferred for 
organization

✗ However, a regular notebook full of college ruled paper you can 
dedicate solely to science would work if a sectioned is not available. 

✘ Other =
✗ Pencils, pens, ruler, and highlighters….colored pencils would be a 

bonus!
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I am a former Kyrene student. I attended Brisas 
and Aprende many years ago. One of my former 
teachers teaches at Akimel A-al and you may 
have had her for Social Studies last year! I 
graduated from the University of Redlands with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in History. This is my 8th year 
teaching in Kyrene and my 5th year at Akimel- Al. 
This year I am excited to be teaching a new 
subject, 6th grade Social Studies as well as 8th 
grade. In my free time I enjoy going on hikes with 
my dogs Rascal and Roo, reading a good book, 
listening to music (I really miss live music!), and 
swimming. I also love cheering on my favorite 
team the Lakers! 

I am looking forward to another year at Akimel 
A-al and getting to know all of you!



Social Studies Supplies
✘ Spiral or Composition Notebook
✘ Pencils or pens
✘ Optional: index cards to use for studying

8



What we are learning in Social Studies
✘ Purpose of Government & Citizenship 
✘ U.S. Government & Constitution
✘ Elections & Political Parties
✘ Human Rights
✘ Economic Systems
✘ Personal Finance

9



I am a native Texan, but I have been a 
proud Arizonan since 2013. This year will be 
my 11th year teaching. I’ve lived in 5 
countries (Mexico, Spain, US, China, 
France) and 4 states as a student or as a 
teacher.

I love to travel, listen to music, bake 
pastries, watch telenovelas, read (prefer 
supernatural fiction), write, and hang with 
my two gatos (cats) and fam as much as I 
can. 

I have a Master of Arts in English from SLU 
(Go Billikens!), a Master of Education in 
Reading, and Bachelor of Arts in English 
from MSU (Go Mustangs!) 

This year, I am teaching 6th and 8th grade ELA 
distance-flex all year.  

Here is a pic of my beautiful family 

(Summer travel to Texas fam selfie) 



ELA Supply List
✘ Pens/pencils, highlighters
✘ Paper and/or or a notebook: (we are using digital notebooks, 

but I like to have paper for other notes)
✘ Folder with pockets and prongs

Optional: 

✘ Mouse
✘ earbuds/headphones
✘ External keyboard (It can make it easier when writing)
✘ Sticky notes (Post-its) or basic index cards (for notes and 

writing organization) 
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ELA Overview 
● Unit 1- Rites of Passage

○ Essential Question: What are some milestones on the path of growing up?
○ Unit Novel: The Giver

● Unit 2- The Holocaust 
○ Essential Question: How do we remember the past?
○ Unit Novel: The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 

● Unit 3- What Matters?
○ Essential Question: When is it right to take a stand?

● Unit 4- Human Intelligence
○ Essential Question: In what different ways can people be intelligent?
○ Unit Novel: A Mango Shaped Space 12



I have lived in Arizona my whole life and went to 
the University of Arizona (GO WILDCATS) where I 
got my Bachelor’s in Education with an ESL 
endorsement. I am currently working on 
completing my Master’s degree from ASU, but will 
always be a wildcat at heart. I taught math at 
Kyrene Middle School for the past five years and I 
am excited to now be apart of the Akimel A-al 
family. This year I will be teaching 8th grade math 
as well as a section of seventh grade math. My 
hobbies include hiking, game nights, and being 
creative. I also have a dog named Bear that will 
definitely try to be apart of the classroom.
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Math Supplies
✘ Spiral or Composition Notebook
✘ Graph paper (we will be graphing a lot!!)
✘ Pencils, pens, and highlighters
✘ Scientific Calculator (or smartphone)
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What we are learning in MATH 8 
Transforming Geometric Shapes

Developing Function Foundations

Modeling Linear Equations

Compound Probability

Expanding the Number System

Applying Powers
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Greetings Musical People!
I am excited to be starting my 27th year of teaching and my 3rd 
year at Akimel A-al.  I have taught music to all grade levels but have 
always enjoyed Middle School the most, and feel like I’ve found a 
home at Aki!  This year I will be teaching Music Exploration and 
Choir.

I am married with two children; Natalie is off to NAU to study 
psychology, and Tanner is a sophomore at Desert Vista HS.  We 
have a houseful of pets: 2 dogs, 2 guinea pigs, 1 hedgehog, and a 
leopard gecko.  My favorite things to do at home are watching 
movies, baking and listening to music.  

Places I
’ve li

ved
BA Music 

Ed

MM Music 
Ed

This year is going to an 
awesome adventure for 

all of us! Go Rattlers!!



8C EXPLORATORIES
BAND

★ Offered as an 
after-school club through 

Google Classroom
★ Individual and Ensemble 

instrumental technique

MUSIC EXPLORATION
★ musical traditions

★ musical influences 

★ careers in music

★ musical genres

CHOIR
★ Offered as an 
after-school club through 

Google Classroom
★ Individual and Ensemble 

vocal technique
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Exploratory Supplies
✘ Spiral Notebook or loose-leaf paper
✘ Pencils or pens
✘ Optional: music staff paper (you can download and print 

this for free online)

Blank Staff Paper Online
Landscape or Portrait Staff Paper Online 

https://www.blanksheetmusic.net/
https://www.printablepaper.net/category/music


Reading & Math 
Intervention

Akimel A-al provides reading and math intervention 
to students, by invitation, based on district data and 

teacher recommendations.



Who Are the intervention Teachers?
Mrs. Burgess

6th grade Reading

Mrs. Mikesell

7th & 8th Reading 
7th grade Math

Mrs. Miceli

6th, 7th & 8th Math 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1_FRkBDgKjEZGrKSb3q9TgvOVXkyMvaKG/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/154BC4SE1jatqtX7L6HHjseCBXx6_WNE7/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1pOH-44PXrtII6V-qtHcRwsS99-EGBwUm/preview


What do students do in an Intervention Class?
Intervention students get personalized online instruction 
from our I-ready diagnostic program. In addition to these 
lessons, they get small group support for grade level work 
in their regular ELA and math classes. Our goal is to close 
any learning gaps that students have to increase their 
skills in ELA and math. 

 



What does intervention look like each week?
Due to our instruction being online this year, there are two 
ways instruction is going to be provided:

1. Some students will have support during their math and reading 
class core instruction time.

2. All students will get pulled out into small groups to review 
grade level material 2-3 times a week for 30 mins.

3. All students will be expected to complete 1 hour of online 
instruction using I-ready passing 1-2 lessons each week. 

4. All students will be expected to complete 3 assignments in 
Google classroom that work on specific skills that are areas of 
concern.  



Questions or additional information
If you have questions or want additional information regarding 
intervention, please contact one of the intervention teachers.

7th & 8th Reading & Math Brandi Mikesell bmikesell@kyrene.org

6th, 7th, & 8th Math Katie Miceli kmiceli@kyrene.org

6th Reading Heidi Burgess hburge@kyrene.org

mailto:bmikesell@kyrene.org
mailto:kmiceli@kyrene.org
mailto:hburge@kyrene.org


EMAIL CONTACT INFO
lerlick@kyrene.org

sberryolivas@kyrene.org
rnorman@kyrene.org
awoulf@kyrene.org
mkrill@kyrene.org

cvanderley@kyrene.org
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Material Distribution Information:

Please come and pick up your essential material packets 
during one of the following windows:

August 13th

7:00 AM – 10:00 AM

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

August 14th

7:00 AM – 10:00 AM

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Pick-Up Process:
Books and Chromebook:

Please park in the big lot between Akimel A-al and Estrella and walk up to the Westside gym doors to pick up your 
packet/books and Chromebook all at once.  After picking up the materials you will turn right out of the Akimel A-al parking lot 
and head west to 24th street. We anticipate that there will be a lot of traffic between Akimel A-al and Estrella and following 
this traffic flow process will reduce congestion.

Books Only:

For packet/book pickup, we ask that you have your student’s name and grade level written big and bold on a full sheet of 
paper.  Please place this paper on the passenger side window.  As you pull forward the staff will bring out the items you 
requested and place them in your vehicle. At no time will you need to get out of your car. 



Thank you!
Can’t wait for Monday!
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